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From Afar, It’s Calligraphy. Up Close . . .

SUE WILLIAMS AT 303 GALLERY This artist’s astute forcing of the painterly and the political
through the sieve of body-oriented cartooning has never looked better, nor has it conveyed
the chaos of human (and semi-human) relations with a greater semblance of cheer than in
this exhibition, continuing through April 14. From a distance, her paintings are brilliantly
colored calligraphic events: Helen Frankenthaler and Cy Twombly ride the whirlwind. Up
close, the naughty bits come into focus with Bosch-like suggestions of mutant, fragmented
creatures; sex and violence; and stairways and houses. (Above, “All Roads Lead to Lang-
ley,” a 2016 oil on canvas.) Memory, fantasy and ill intent mix freely, with lush paint han-
dling and patterns enhancing the vaguely sinister hilarity. ROBERTA SMITH

212-255-1121, 303gallery.com
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