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Regen Projects is pleased to debut The Modernist, Catherine Opie’s first film. This marks the artist’s ninth solo 
exhibition at the gallery.

For over thirty years, Catherine Opie has captured often overlooked aspects of contemporary American life and 
culture. One of the most important photographers of her generation, her photographic subjects have included 
early seminal portraits of the LGBTQI community, the architecture of Los Angeles’ freeway system, mansions in 
Beverly Hills, Midwestern icehouses, high school football players, California surfers, and abstract landscapes of 
National Parks, among others. 

The Modernist presents a dystopic view of Los Angeles, a city that has figured prominently in Opie’s work over 
the years. The film is in conversation with Chris Marker’s radical 1962 photo-roman, La Jetée, which utilizes still 
photography to tell a story of longing, time travel, and the terror of nuclear apocalypse. Opie’s film continues this 
dialogue, employing similar formal and narrative structures to a different end. Focusing on contemporary issues 
like natural disasters, the breakdown of the American political system, global tragedies, and the Los Angeles 
housing crisis, the film stars Stosh, a.k.a. Pig Pen, a close friend of Opie’s who has appeared in many of her 
photographs, as a struggling artist who is obsessed with landmark midcentury modern architecture. 

Composed of over 800 black and white still images, the 22 minute film unfolds with swift pacing. Each still captures 
the subject and his world from multiple angles and vantage points, creating a lyrical cinematic effect. Throughout 
the film, the protagonist clips newspaper headlines and product advertisements and assembles them together 
to construct an elaborate collage that echoes his psychological state. The multilayered collage illustrates his 
frustrations and desires and provides a visible catalyst for the destruction that is to come. Over the course of the 
film his inability to obtain these desires and dreams drives him to commit acts of arson, methodically setting fire 
to iconic buildings throughout the city. Yet the film’s oneiric quality forces the viewer to question whether what 
transpires is an act of destruction or a dream. 

For the exhibition at Regen Projects, Los Angeles-based architect Michael Maltzan constructed a theatre within 
the gallery in which visitors can view the film. The architectural design of the theatre mimics the lines and curves 
of the various modernist structures portrayed in the film. Along the walls of the gallery, 33 photographs depicting 
various scenes from the film provide an alternative way to experience the work. 

Catherine Opie was born in Sandusky, OH in 1961 and received her B.F.A. from San Francisco Art Institute 
and a M.F.A. from California Institute of the Arts. Since 2001, she has been a professor of photography at the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
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Her work has been the subject of numerous exhibitions worldwide. Selected solo exhibitions include Keeping 
an Eye on the World, Henie Onstad Kunstsenter, Oslo (2017); 700 Nimes Road, MOCA Pacific Design Center, 
Los Angeles (2016); Portraits, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles (2016); Portraits and Landscapes, Wexner 
Center for the Arts, Columbus (2015); Empty and Full, Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston (2011); Figure and 
Landscape, Los Angeles County Museum of Art (2010); American Photographer, Guggenheim Museum, New 
York (2008); Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago (2006); and Skyways and Icehouses, Walker Art Center, 
Minneapolis (2002); among others. 

Opie has received numerous awards, including the Smithsonian Archives of American Art Medal (2016); 
Julius Shulman Excellence in Photography Award (2013); Women’s Caucus for Art: President’s Award for 
Lifetime Achievement (2009); United States Artists Fellowship (2006); Larry Aldrich Award (2004); Washington 
University Freund Fellowship (1999); and the Citibank Private Bank Emerging Artist Award (1997). 

Work by the artist is included in the permanent collections of many museums worldwide, such as the Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; Museum of Modern Art, New York; 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Tate Modern, 
London; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; San Francisco Museum of Modern Art; Israel Museum, Jerusalem; 
and Centro Cultural Arte Contemporáneo, Mexico City; among others.

She lives and works in Los Angeles, CA. 

An opening reception will be held on Friday, January 12, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.

For all press inquiries, please contact Ben Thornborough at +1 310 276 5424 or 
benthornborough@regenprojects.com.

For all other inquiries, please contact Jennifer Loh, Lindsay Charlwood, or Isha Welsh at Regen Projects.
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